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 dao of unrefined souls.' Dao, page 51 57THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) - A Dutch court has convicted a man of murdering
his wife in 2004 because she refused to have sex with him, and sentenced him to death. But the decision to execute Piet

Verhagen was annulled Monday, and his death sentence commuted to life in prison. Verhagen pleaded guilty to the murder of
his wife, 38-year-old Marijke Verhagen, at their home in Heeswijk in 2004. He had confessed after police found a cigarette butt

in the garden of the home where the 43-year-old father of two had killed his wife with a small paring knife.
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ADVERTISEMENT Under Dutch law, the death penalty cannot be handed down if a man is guilty of a lesser crime, such as
murder. The court said Verhagen was only found guilty of murder because of “confession pressure.” A psychiatrist testified that

Verhagen had a “bizarre” personality disorder that made him react violently against women who he felt didn’t fulfill him
sexually. Verhagen did not react with sexual violence to his wife, the court said. “Mr. Verhagen did not feel threatened by his

wife,” the court said. Marijke Verhagen’s brother, Peter Verhagen, said Monday that his sister’s death was “the end of the road.”
“There is no reason for Piet Verhagen to be a prisoner,” he said. ____ Sylvia Hui in The Hague contributed to this story. Sign up

for Daily Newsletters Manage Newsletters Copyright © 2020 The Washington Times, LLC.An accurate account of an
incredible journey Main menu Post navigation Last page Our trio of foursome girls and our guide Jozie met us at the bus station
and we were off, having no idea where we would be sleeping or where our first stop would be. We were excited but unprepared

for the beauty that greeted us. The road wound through a small town, through rice fields, to the natural wonder of an awe
inspiring bridge that spanned the main river. We walked until we reached the end of the road and our final destination. It was a
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